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Welcome to the Q3 MAH Newsletter
In this issue of the newsletter, we highlight some new funding streams that are
available to MAH members. The MAH has officially launched two new
opportunities: (1) Exchange Visits and (2) Requests for Proposals (RfPs). More
details on both opportunities are included in this issue.

To give context to the RfP, the MAH Quarter 3 meeting showcased promising
early results from two pilot projects evaluating the deployment of measles IgM
Rapid Diagnostic Tests (RDTs) in Ethiopia and Zambia. In Ethiopia, the pilot project
aims to assess the impact of RDTs on timely case detection, diagnostic accuracy,
and cost-effectiveness in a country where measles remains endemic and
vaccination coverage is low. The study combines field deployment with modelling
to estimate cases and deaths averted and inform health system strengthening.
Meanwhile, in Zambia, the pilot focuses on evaluating RDT performance and
operational feasibility in high-burden districts. The study includes supply chain
modelling and integration with electronic surveillance systems to assess how
RDTs can improve reporting timeliness and outbreak response. These pilots
underscore the transformative potential of RDTs in measles surveillance and
provide a strong foundation for the kinds of innovative, context-specific proposals
the RfP seeks to support. Thank you to all who presented at the Q3 meeting!
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The MAH Exchange Visits programme is now live, offering members a unique
opportunity to collaborate, learn, and build capacity across the measles modelling
community. These short-term placements are designed to foster hands-on
knowledge exchange between institutions, enabling participants to gain new
modelling skills, work on joint projects, and strengthen mentoring relationships.
Whether hosted by academic institutions, public health agencies, or other MAH-
affiliated organisations, each visit is expected to contribute directly to
programmatic needs and generate evidence that supports measles control efforts
in high-burden settings.

Applications are accepted for review on a rolling basis and will be accepted until at
least the end of 2026. Projects undertaken during the exchange should be clearly
aligned with measles programmatic priorities and applicants must demonstrate
how the visit will enhance both individual and institutional capacity. This initiative
reflects the MAH’s commitment to cultivating a globally connected modelling
community—one that is equipped to respond to emerging challenges and drive
innovation in measles analytics. Full eligibility criteria and application details are
available on the MAH website. All applicants are expected to be actively
engaged members of the MAH.

Example of past VIMC visits
Whilst this is a new opportunity for the MAH,  inspiration for these visits was taken
from the Vaccine Impact Modelling Consortium (VIMC) Fellowship Programme.
MAH member, Allison Portnoy, hosted Valerian Mwenda from Kenya, who shares
reflections: 
"The VIMC Fellowship at Boston University was an enriching and transformative
experience. My work focused on policy decision modelling for HPV vaccination to
inform cervical cancer reduction strategies in Kenya. Through this fellowship, we
developed scenarios and policy options aimed at achieving and sustaining high
coverage by 2030. I gained valuable skills in constructing vaccination scenarios
and effectively communicating modelling results to diverse audiences. 

This fellowship strengthened my
expertise in health policy modelling
and provided outputs ready for
dissemination, such as a policy
brief, manuscript, and conference
presentation.” 

— Dr Valerian Mwenda, Medical
Doctor & Epidemiologist

Photo courtesy of Dr Allison Portnoy

https://www.measles-analytics.org/exchange-visits
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The deadline for submissions is 24th October at 23:59 BST
Full details—including eligibility, scoring criteria, and budget guidance—are
available on the MAH website.

The MAH Request for Proposals (RfP) is now open, inviting innovative modelling
projects that advance the use of measles IgM Rapid Diagnostic Tests (RDTs) in
surveillance and outbreak response. Proposals must demonstrate strong
collaboration between multiple modellers to ensure methodological diversity and
robustness. Importantly, local partners or end-users of the modelling outputs
should be involved from the onset—playing a meaningful role in project design,
implementation, and dissemination. This collaborative approach ensures that the
research is grounded in real-world needs and contributes directly to measles
control efforts in high-burden settings.

Applicants are encouraged to address one or more of the following conceptual
areas:

1. Enhancing Surveillance Across Contexts: Model how IgM RDTs can improve
measles surveillance by confirming more suspected cases than current fever-
rash ELISA systems and expanding testing into underserved areas. 

2. Optimising Outbreak Response and Real-Time Use of RDT Data: Evaluate
the impact of accelerated case confirmation by replacing ELISA with RDTs.
Model how real-time RDT data can be operationalised to guide response
activities—such as when to trigger interventions, how to adjust rollout
strategies based on outbreak timing and intensity, and how to measure
response success.

3. RDT Rollout Planning: Model the optimal  RDT rollout approach to maximise
surveillance and response impact. Evaluate alternative rollout strategies (e.g.,
health facility, district level facility, sub-national or national laboratories),
integration with or replacement of ELISA testing, and allocation under
constrained RDT supply. 

4. Estimating Test Demand and Supply Needs: Generate scenario-based
estimates of the number of RDTs needed under varying epidemiological
conditions to inform procurement strategies and supply chain planning.
Consider how demand may shift under different rollout strategies or outbreak
scenarios. 

5. Evaluating Cost and Operational Trade-offs: Compare RDT rollout
approaches with traditional surveillance methods in terms of cost, marginal
value, and operational feasibility. Include analysis of potential unintended
consequences such as false positives, and assess sustainability under different
health system configurations. 

https://www.measles-analytics.org/request-for-proposals


Key Gavi 6.0 Decisions
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The MAH currently has 261 members from 40
countries.

The Gavi 6.0 strategy has implications that are relevant to the measles and rubella
modelling community. Here, we highlight some top-level statements from recent
Gavi news items. Modelling work that was done by MAH members to inform
technical discussions around Gavi 6.0 decisions will be presented at our Q4 meeting. 

We currently have
members from the
following countries:

Algeria
Australia
Brazil
Burundi
Cameroon
Cote d’Ivoire
China
Denmark
Egypt
Ethiopia
France
Gambia
Germany
Ghana
India
Indonesia
Ireland
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan

Kenya
Malawi
Nepal
Netherlands
Nigeria
Philippines
Somalia
South Africa
Switzerland
Tanzania
Thailand
Tunisia
Türkiye
UAE
Uganda
UK
USA
Vietnam
Zambia
Zimbabwe

As of Q3 2025
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Current Membership

Outbreak Response Commitment: Gavi will continue to support measles
outbreak response in lower-income countries through the Measles & Rubella
Partnership. LINK
Expanded Vaccine Stockpiles: Gavi 6.0 includes plans to expand global vaccine
stockpiles for measles, among other diseases, to ensure rapid access during
outbreaks. This is part of a broader effort to strengthen global health security and
improve responsiveness to epidemics and pandemics. LINK
Focus on Zero-Dose and Missed Communities: The strategy prioritises reaching
zero-dose children and missed communities. Gavi will support integrated
approaches that combine immunisation with primary health care, especially in
fragile and conflict-affected settings. LINK
Support for Diagnostics and Modelling: this enabler reflects the relevance of new
digital technologies and data to drive immunisation outcomes in Gavi 6.0, based
on evidence-based decision making. LINK

https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/emergency-vaccine-response-has-cut-infectious-disease-deaths-nearly-60-2000
https://www.gavi.org/our-alliance/strategy/phase-6-2026-2030
https://www.gavi.org/our-alliance/strategy/phase-6-2026-2030
https://www.gavi.org/our-alliance/strategy/phase-6-2026-2030


MAH CollaboratorsResearch Topic

Collaboration details & achievements
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Each newsletter we feature one best practice example of an ongoing collaboration
between MAH members. This quarter, we showcase work being done by members of
CEMAR (Centre for Epidemiological and Mathematical Research) in Malawi. At the
Summer Institute in Statistics and Modeling in Infectious Diseases (SISMID), Nicholas S.
Adam, Director of CEMAR, met Prof. Matt Ferrari, MAH Scientific Chair. This initial
connection led to further introductions within the MAH. As a result, Profs. Aheto and
Utazi are now providing scientific supervisory support to Brenda Mhone, "Principal
Public Health Officer - New Vaccines Introduction in Malawi. CEMAR is coordinating
activities with both local and international partners, strengthening regional
collaboration and capacity in measles analytics.

Best practice showcase

Malawi is preparing to launch a national measles campaign in April 2026, and
advanced modelling will play a critical role in its success. CEMAR is leading efforts to
identify high-risk areas and vulnerable populations, improve operational planning,
and strengthen the country’s long-term immunisation strategy. The research will
explore key drivers of measles transmission across space and time, including
demographic factors, district-level vaccination coverage, and environmental

Nicholas S. Adam,
CEMAR, University of
Georgia
Brenda Mhone, EPI
Malawi 

What drives measles
transmission in Malawi over
space and time? 

What role do demographics,
district level vaccination
coverage and environmental
factors play?

Prof Justice Aheto,
University of Ghana
Dr Edson Utazi,
WorldPop, University of
Southampton

Photos courtesy of Nicholas S. Adam: Nicholas S. Adam and Prof
Aheto during his visit to Athens, Georgia, USA.

influences such as flooding and
seasonality. Guided by CEMAR’s
mission to bridge science and
policy, and its vision for a resilient
African health system, the project
is now moving into data
acquisition and desk-based
analysis. A stakeholder interface
meeting is planned, and findings
will inform a full grant proposal for
expanded work—highlighting the
MAH’s role in linking global
expertise with local leadership.

https://cemarmodelling.org/


Save the Date

Events, conferences & funding calls

MAH + SACEMA
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News submitted by MAH Members

The Quarter 4 MAH meeting will be
held online on: 

Friday 5  December at 15:00 GMTth

A calendar invite was previously sent
out to members. If you did not receive
the invite, please make sure you are a
registered MAH member, which
ensures you are subscribed to emails
and meeting invites. 

You can register for MAH
membership here.
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Secretariat News

The MAH will soon welcome new
members from the SACEMA fellowship
programme. Several MAH members
will travel to SACEMA in October to
engage in a series of meetings and
workshops around delivering effective
modelling presentations to
stakeholders. 

We hope to sustain this collaboration
beyond the SACEMA programme. If you
are interested in mentoring a fellow,
please email vimc-mah@imperial.ac.uk

International Conference on Modelling and Informatics for Public
Health - hosted by IIT, Bombay, 8-11 December 2025. For more details,
visit the website.

Health economics for improving healthcare under constrained
budgets: Lessons from high- and low- income settings. This
symposium brings together academics and policymakers to explore
practical, evidence-based strategies to deliver better health outcomes
within constrained budgets. 19 November 2025, Imperial College
London - White City Campus

The Vaccine Research and Development Center, DEJIMA Infectious
Disease Research Alliance, Nagasaki University held a symposium
on “Vaccinology: Science and Public Health 2025“ in September. It was
co-organised by the School of Tropical Medicine and Global Health,
Nagasaki University and LSHTM. The symposium brought together
multiple sectors of academia, industry, and government to exchange
perspectives across the interdisciplinary spectrum of vaccine
discovery, development, and delivery to improve global public health.
In conjunction with the symposium, a short-term training course on
“Vaccinology: Science and Public Health 2025“ was also held over the
same period. The programme, slides, and videos are here.

For More Information:Please share your news!

Recent publications or pre-prints
Upcoming measles related meetings
Job or training opportunities
Information to forward to MAH members

wwwv.measles-analytics.org

vimc-mah@imperial.ac.uk
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Publications

Papadopoulos T, Jit M,
Ferrari MJ, Vynnycky E.
Factors determining the
overlap between
recipients of the first and
second dose of measles
vaccine in nineteen
surveys. Sci Rep. 2025
Aug 21;15(1):30737. doi:
10.1038/s41598-025-
10678-8.

https://imperial.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_77k6cEnZxfK8FdI
https://www.sacema.org/opportunities/policy-modelling-fellowships/
https://www.sacema.org/opportunities/policy-modelling-fellowships/
https://www.ndmconsortium.com/conference/
https://dida.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/en/nsc-topics/1779/
https://www.measles-analytics.org/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-025-10678-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-025-10678-8

